CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM

tion and culture had been shattered by the
Germanic invasions; in the East again
there was an organic unity of national
strength and intellectual ideals, as the course
of development had not been interrupted.
Though special dogmatic points had been
changed, the general religious theory re-
mained unaltered throughout the nearer
East. Thus the rising power of Islam,
which had high faculties of self-accommoda-
tion to environment, was able to enter upon
the heritage of the mixed Grasco - Oriental
civilisation existing in the East; in conse-
quence it gained an immediate advantage
over the West, where Eastern ideas were
acclimatised with difficulty.

The preponderance of Muhammedan in-
fluence was increased by the fact that Islam
became the point of amalgamation for
ancient Eastern cultures, in particular for
those of Greece and Persia : in previous
centuries preparation had been made for
this process by the steady transformation of
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